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Course Introduction 
 

Commerce Lab is assigned 1 credit and contains 30 Topics. The Commerce Lab is designed 

to bridge the gap between theory and practice by offering a comprehensive set of assignments 

tailored specifically for B.Com. students. These assignments cover a wide array of topics 

essential for aspiring commerce professionals, ranging from fundamental mathematical 

concepts to advanced marketing strategies and legal frameworks. 

Each assignment is accompanied by detailed instructions, hint solutions, and guidance to 

facilitate effective learning and understanding. Additionally, instructors are encouraged to 

customize the assignments according to the specific needs and objectives of their commerce 

labs. 

We hope you will enjoy the course. 

 

Acknowledgement 
 

The content we have utilized is solely educational in nature. The copyright proprietors of the 

materials reproduced in this book have been tracked down as much as possible. The editors 

apologize for any violation that may have happened, and they will be happy to rectify any 

such material in later versions of this book. 
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Question 1. Analyzing Cash Flow Statement 

Assignment Statement:  

Analyze the cash flow statement of a publicly listed company for the most recent fiscal year. 

Identify the key sources and uses of cash in the operating, investing, and financing activities 

sections. Discuss the company's cash flow health and provide insights into any significant 

changes compared to the previous year. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Review the company's annual report to access the cash flow statement. Focus on significant 

line items in each section (operating, investing, financing). Compare the net cash 

provided/used in each section with the previous year and explain any notable trends or 

anomalies. Look for patterns indicating strong cash flow health, such as consistent operating 

cash flow and manageable investing/financing activities. 

 

 

Question 2. Analyzing Income Statement 

Assignment Statement:  

Examine the income statement of a chosen company for the past three years. Identify trends 

in revenue, cost of goods sold (COGS), operating expenses, and net income. Evaluate the 

company’s profitability and operational efficiency over the analyzed period. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Extract financial data from the company's income statements for the last three years. 

Calculate key ratios like gross profit margin, operating margin, and net profit margin. 

Analyze the year-over-year changes in these metrics to understand the company’s 

profitability and operational efficiency trends. Highlight any significant fluctuations and 

provide possible reasons for these changes. 

 

Question 3. Accounting Ethics Case Study 

Assignment Statement:  

Develop a case study that presents an ethical dilemma in accounting. Discuss the ethical 

issues involved, potential consequences, and recommend a course of action that adheres to 

professional accounting standards and ethical guidelines. 
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Solution Hint:  

Create a scenario involving an ethical dilemma, such as financial statement manipulation, 

conflicts of interest, or confidentiality breaches. Identify the stakeholders affected by the 

dilemma and analyze the ethical principles violated. Refer to professional accounting codes 

of conduct and recommend actions that ensure integrity, transparency, and adherence to 

ethical standards. 

 

Question 4. Exchange Rate Determination 

Assignment Statement:  

Discuss the factors influencing exchange rate determination in the global market. Analyze the 

impact of these factors on a selected currency pair over the past year. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Identify key factors such as interest rates, inflation, political stability, and economic 

performance. Use historical data to track the exchange rate of the chosen currency pair over 

the past year. Correlate significant fluctuations with relevant events or changes in the 

influencing factors. Provide a detailed analysis of how these factors have affected the 

currency pair’s exchange rate. 

 

Question 5. International Banking System 

Assignment Statement: 

 Evaluate the structure and functions of the international banking system. Discuss the role of 

international banks in facilitating global trade and investment. 

 

Solution Hint: 

 Research the organizational framework of international banks, including their roles in 

foreign exchange markets, international lending, and trade finance. Highlight key functions 

such as facilitating cross-border transactions, providing financial services to multinational 

corporations, and supporting global trade through letters of credit and trade financing. 

 

Question 6. Effects of Financial Globalization 

Assignment Statement:  

Analyze the effects of financial globalization on emerging markets. Discuss both the benefits 

and challenges faced by these markets in integrating with the global financial system. 
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Solution Hint:  

Examine the advantages such as access to foreign capital, improved financial infrastructure, 

and economic growth. Also, consider the challenges like increased vulnerability to global 

financial crises, capital flight, and economic volatility. Use case studies of specific emerging 

markets to illustrate these effects and provide a balanced analysis. 

 

Question 7. Financial Risk Management Methodologies 

Assignment Statement:  

Compare and contrast different financial risk management methodologies used by 

multinational corporations. Evaluate their effectiveness in mitigating financial risks. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Focus on methodologies such as Value at Risk (VaR), stress testing, scenario analysis, and 

derivatives hedging. Explain each methodology’s approach and its application in risk 

management. Use examples from multinational corporations to demonstrate how these 

methodologies are implemented and assess their effectiveness in managing financial risks. 

 

Question 8. International Market Entry Strategy 

Assignment Statement: 

 Develop an international market entry strategy for a company planning to expand into a new 

foreign market. Analyze the target market and recommend the best entry mode. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Conduct a market analysis including political, economic, social, and technological factors 

(PEST analysis). Evaluate entry modes such as exporting, joint ventures, franchising, and 

wholly-owned subsidiaries. Recommend the most suitable entry mode based on the market 

analysis and company’s resources and objectives. 

 

Question 9. Business Cycle Analysis 

Assignment Statement: 

 Analyze the different phases of the business cycle and their impact on business operations. 

Use historical data to identify the current phase of the business cycle in a selected country. 
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Solution Hint:  

Review the characteristics of expansion, peak, contraction, and trough phases of the business 

cycle. Use economic indicators such as GDP growth rate, unemployment rate, and inflation 

rate to determine the current phase of the business cycle in the selected country. Discuss the 

implications of this phase on business operations and strategic planning. 

 

Question 10. Monetary Policy Analysis 

Assignment Statement:  

Evaluate the current monetary policy of a chosen country. Discuss its impact on the country’s 

economy, particularly focusing on inflation, employment, and economic growth. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Research the central bank’s recent monetary policy actions, including interest rate 

adjustments, open market operations, and quantitative easing measures. Analyze the effects of 

these actions on key economic indicators such as inflation rate, unemployment rate, and GDP 

growth. Provide an assessment of the overall effectiveness of the monetary policy in 

achieving its objectives. 

 

Question 11. New Business Venture Analysis 

Assignment Statement:  

Conduct a comprehensive analysis of a new business venture. Include market research, 

competitive analysis, financial projections, and risk assessment. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Perform market research to understand the target audience, market size, and trends. Conduct 

a competitive analysis to identify key competitors and their strengths and weaknesses. 

Develop financial projections including revenue, expenses, and profitability estimates. Assess 

potential risks and develop strategies to mitigate them. 

 

Question 12. SWOT Analysis 

Assignment Statement:  

Perform a SWOT analysis for a selected company. Identify the key strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities, and threats the company faces. 
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Solution Hint:  

Gather information on the company’s internal strengths and weaknesses, such as resources, 

capabilities, and operational efficiency. Analyze external opportunities and threats including 

market trends, competition, and regulatory environment. Summarize the findings in a SWOT 

matrix and provide strategic recommendations based on the analysis. 

 

 

Question 13. Risk Management Framework 

Assignment Statement:  

Design a comprehensive risk management framework for a business. Include risk 

identification, assessment, mitigation strategies, and monitoring processes. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Identify potential risks the business may face, such as financial, operational, strategic, and 

compliance risks. Assess the likelihood and impact of these risks. Develop mitigation 

strategies to minimize the identified risks. Establish monitoring processes to continuously 

evaluate and manage risks. 

 

Question 14. Pricing Strategy Experiment 

Assignment Statement:  

Design an experiment to test the effectiveness of different pricing strategies for a new 

product. Analyze the results and recommend the optimal pricing strategy. 

 

Solution Hint: 

 Choose pricing strategies to test, such as cost-plus pricing, value-based pricing, and 

competitive pricing. Develop a methodology for the experiment, including sample selection, 

pricing implementation, and data collection. Analyze the results to determine which pricing 

strategy maximizes profitability and customer satisfaction. Provide recommendations based 

on the findings. 

 

Question 15. Sustainability Audit 

Assignment Statement:  

Conduct a sustainability audit for a company. Evaluate the company’s environmental, social, 

and economic performance and provide recommendations for improvement. 
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Solution Hint:  

Review the company’s policies and practices related to environmental impact, social 

responsibility, and economic sustainability. Use sustainability frameworks such as the Global 

Reporting Initiative (GRI) to guide the audit. Identify areas of strength and opportunities for 

improvement. Provide actionable recommendations to enhance the company’s sustainability 

performance. 

 

Question 16. Social Media Analysis 

Assignment Statement:  

Analyze the social media presence of a selected company. Assess the effectiveness of its 

social media strategies in engaging customers and building brand awareness. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Evaluate the company’s social media profiles on platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and 

Instagram. Analyze metrics such as follower growth, engagement rates, and content reach. 

Identify successful strategies and areas for improvement. Provide recommendations to 

enhance the company’s social media engagement and brand awareness. 

 

Question 17. Digital Marketing Campaign 

Assignment Statement:  

Develop a digital marketing campaign for a product or service. Include strategies for SEO, 

content marketing, social media, and email marketing. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Define the campaign’s objectives and target audience. Develop strategies for optimizing 

search engine rankings (SEO), creating valuable content, engaging on social media, and 

building an email list. Outline a timeline and budget for the campaign. Provide metrics for 

measuring the campaign’s success. 

 

Question 18. Economic Factors Influencing Small Business Success 

Assignment Statement:  

Analyze the economic factors that influence the success of small businesses in a specific 

industry. Discuss how these factors impact business operations and growth. 
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Solution Hint:  

Identify key economic factors such as access to capital, interest rates, consumer spending, 

and government regulations. Analyze how these factors affect small businesses in the chosen 

industry. Use case studies or real-world examples to illustrate the impact of these factors on 

business operations and growth. 

 

 

Question 19. Product Life Cycle Management 

Assignment Statement:  

Evaluate the product lifecycle management (PLM) process of a company. Analyze how the 

company manages its products from development to decline. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Review the stages of the product lifecycle: development, introduction, growth, maturity, and 

decline. Analyze how the company manages each stage, including strategies for product 

development, marketing, and discontinuation. Provide recommendations for improving the 

company’s PLM process to enhance product success and longevity. 

 

Question 20. Merger and Acquisition Strategy 

Assignment Statement:  

Develop a merger and acquisition (M&A) strategy for a company seeking to expand its 

market presence. Analyze potential target companies and recommend a suitable candidate for 

acquisition. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Identify criteria for selecting potential target companies, such as market share, financial 

health, and strategic fit. Conduct a detailed analysis of potential targets and evaluate their 

alignment with the company’s strategic goals 

 

Question 21. Strategic Business Expansion Plan 

Assignment Statement:  

Create a strategic business expansion plan for a company looking to enter a new market. 

Include market analysis, entry strategy, and financial projections. 
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Solution Hint:  

Conduct a market analysis to identify opportunities and challenges in the new market. Choose 

an entry strategy such as franchising, joint ventures, or direct investment. Develop financial 

projections including revenue, expenses, and profitability estimates. Provide a timeline and 

actionable steps for executing the expansion plan. 

 

 

Question 22. Analyzing Customer Satisfaction in Retail Stores 

Assignment Statement: 

 Conduct a study on customer satisfaction in retail stores. Identify key factors influencing 

customer satisfaction and provide recommendations for improvement. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Design a survey to gather customer feedback on factors such as product quality, pricing, store 

layout, and customer service. Analyze the survey results to identify trends and areas of 

concern. Provide actionable recommendations to enhance customer satisfaction based on the 

findings. 

 

Question 23. E-commerce 

Assignment Statement:  

Evaluate the e-commerce strategy of a selected company. Discuss the strengths and 

weaknesses of its online presence and provide recommendations for improvement. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Analyze the company’s website usability, product offerings, pricing strategy, and online 

marketing efforts. Assess the strengths and weaknesses of its e-commerce strategy, such as 

website design, customer experience, and conversion rates. Provide recommendations to 

enhance the company’s online presence and increase sales. 

 

Question 24. Corporate Governance 

Assignment Statement:  

Analyze the corporate governance structure of a selected company. Discuss how the company 

ensures accountability, transparency, and ethical behavior. 
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Solution Hint:  

Review the company’s board composition, executive compensation, and shareholder rights. 

Evaluate the effectiveness of its governance policies and practices in promoting 

accountability and transparency. Discuss any governance challenges the company faces and 

provide recommendations for improvement. 

 

Question 25. Intellectual Property 

Assignment Statement:  

Discuss the importance of intellectual property (IP) protection for businesses. Analyze the IP 

strategy of a selected company and provide recommendations for strengthening its IP 

portfolio. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Explain different types of intellectual property, such as patents, trademarks, and copyrights. 

Review the selected company’s IP assets and strategy for protecting and leveraging these 

assets. Provide recommendations for improving the company’s IP strategy, such as enhancing 

IP enforcement, increasing IP awareness, and pursuing new IP registrations. 

 

Question 26. Intellectual Property Management 

Assignment Statement: 

 Develop an intellectual property management plan for a technology startup. Include 

strategies for identifying, protecting, and monetizing IP assets. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Identify potential IP assets the startup may have, such as patents, trademarks, and copyrights. 

Develop strategies for protecting these assets through registrations and legal protections. 

Outline methods for monetizing IP, such as licensing agreements, partnerships, and IP sales. 

Provide a timeline and action plan for implementing the IP management strategies. 
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Question 27. Business Impact of Climate Change 

Assignment Statement:  

Analyze the impact of climate change on a specific industry. Discuss the challenges and 

opportunities that arise from climate-related risks and provide recommendations for 

businesses to adapt. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Identify climate-related risks such as regulatory changes, physical impacts, and market shifts. 

Analyze how these risks affect the selected industry, including operational disruptions and 

cost implications. Highlight opportunities for businesses, such as adopting sustainable 

practices and developing new products. Provide recommendations for businesses to adapt to 

climate change and mitigate risks. 

 

Question 28. Enhancing Customer Service through Technology 

Assignment Statement:  

Explore how technology can enhance customer service in a selected industry. Discuss the 

benefits and challenges of implementing technological solutions. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Identify technological solutions such as customer relationship management (CRM) systems, 

chatbots, and mobile apps. Analyze the benefits of these technologies, including improved 

efficiency, personalized service, and enhanced customer satisfaction. Discuss potential 

challenges, such as implementation costs and data security concerns. Provide 

recommendations for successfully integrating technology to enhance customer service. 

 

Question 29. Blockchain vs Corporate Transparency 

Assignment Statement:  

Evaluate the potential of blockchain technology to improve corporate transparency. Discuss 

the benefits and limitations of using blockchain for transparency and accountability. 

 

Solution Hint: 

Explain how blockchain technology works and its applications in enhancing transparency, 

such as immutable records and decentralized ledgers. Analyze the benefits of blockchain for 

corporate transparency, including increased trust, reduced fraud, and improved regulatory 
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compliance. Discuss limitations such as scalability issues and integration challenges. Provide 

a balanced assessment of blockchain’s potential for improving corporate transparency. 

 

Question 30. Resource Management 

Assignment Statement: 

Develop a resource management plan for a project within a company. Include strategies for 

allocating and optimizing resources to ensure project success. 

 

Solution Hint:  

Identify the resources required for the project, such as personnel, equipment, and budget. 

Develop strategies for resource allocation, including assigning roles, scheduling tasks, and 

managing the budget. Outline methods for optimizing resource use, such as efficient 

workflows, regular monitoring, and contingency planning. Provide a timeline and action plan 

for implementing the resource management strategies. 
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